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MINUTES of the Annual Council of Melksham Without Parish Council held on
Monday 19" May 2014 at Crown Chambers, Melksham at 7.00 p.m.

Present: Cllr. Richard Wood (Chair); Cllrs. John Glover, Alan Baines, Rolf Brindle,
Mike Mills, Gregory Coombes, Paul Carter, Mike Sankey, Terry Chivers and Pat Nicol

Apologies: Cllr. Steve Petty

Appointment of Chair, 2014/15: The Clerk invited nominations for the Chair for
2014/15. Cllr. Chivers proposed, seconded by Clir. Mills that Clir. Wood be Chair.
There were no other nominations.

Resolved: The Council unanimously resolved that Cllr. Richard Wood be Council
Chair for 2014/15.

Declaration of Acceptance of Office: Cllr. Richard Wood took the Chair and signed
his Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

Election of Vice- Chair: The Chair asked for nominations for Vice Chairman, for
2014/15. Cllr. Mills proposed, seconded by ClIr. Nicol that Cllr.Glover be Vice-
Chairman for 2014/15. There were no other nominations.

Resolved: The Council resolved that Clir. John Glover be Vice-Chairman of the
Council for 2014/15.

Standing Orders & Complaints Procedure 2014/15
a) Amendments to Standing Orders: The Clerk presented her report with suggested
amendments to the Standing Orders for review.

5. PROPER OFFICER

e) To receive copies of the Byelaws made by a District Council.
Resolved: Item 5e, as detailed above, be amended to read as follows:
e) To receive copies of the Byelaws made by Wiltshire Council

11. ORDER OF BUSINESS

At Annual Meeting:

f) To consider the payment of any subscriptions falling to be paid annually.
The Clerk advised that this has historically always been an Agenda item of the June
Finance Meeting; and that there was no statutory requirement for it to be done at the
Annual Meeting.

Resolved: Item 11f, as detailed above, be deleted from the Standing Orders..

38. EXPENDITURE ,

Orders for the payment of money shall be authorised by resolution of the Council
and checked and signed by two members of the Finance Committee.

The Clerk advised that the Full Council did not meet in November and therefore the
Finance Committee authorised the November’s cheques including salaries. Standing
Order 50 covered urgent cheques between meetings, but not a whole cheque run.
The.Council discussed whether to hold a Full Council meeting in November or for the
Finance Committee to continue to authorise the payments.

Resolved: 1) Item 38 be amended to read as follows:
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Council (or the Finance Committee at the November Finance Committee Meeting) and
checked and signed by two members of the Finance Committee.

2) The Council formally approve delegated powers for the Finance Committee to check
and authorise payments at the November Finance Committee meeting.

53. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS BOOK

The Clerk shall record in a book of Declarations of Interests kept by the Council
for that purpose, details of any interests declared by Council members, whether
pecuniary or discretionary; and the book shall be open for inspection by any
Council member or a member of the public, during Council Office opening hours.
The Clerk queried if this Standing Order was still relevant as the Councillors now
declare their Register of Interests online on the Wiltshire Council website, with a link
from the Parish Council website. Any other Declarations of Interests were recorded at
the beginning of every meeting and therefore were in the published Minutes. The Clerk
felt that there was no longer a requirement for this book to be kept updated following
every meeting as it was a duplication of effort as the information was already recorded
in a format easily accessed by the public.

Resolved: Item 33, as detailed above, be deleted from the Standing Orders.

63. ADMISSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS TO MEETINGS

Tape recording of Council meetings by members of the public or press will not be
permitted except with prior permission of the full Council when Standing Orders
will be suspended for an item to be taped.

The Clerk suggested that this Standing Order be amended to change the word “tape
recording” to “recording” and “taped” to “recorded” to acknowledge the change in new
technology i.e.: mobile ‘phones and other devices being used to record.

Cllr Chivers referred to the recent guidance issued by Local Government Secretary Eric
Pickles which stated that Local Authorities should allow their council meetings to be
filmed or recorded; and therefore moved that Standing Order 63 be deleted.

Resolved: Item 63, as detailed above, be deleted from the Standing Orders.

67 & 68 LIAISON WITH COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

The Clerk recommended that 67 & 68 be updated to reflect there were no longer
District Councillors and only Unitary Councillors.

Resolved: Items 67 & 68 be updated to read as follows:

LIAISON WITH UNITARY COUNCILLORS

67. A note of meeting shall be communicated, together with an invitation to attend, to
the Unitary Councillors for the wards.

68. If the Council decides, a copy of a letter ordered to be sent to the Unitary Council
shall be transmitted to the Unitary Councillor for the ward as the case may require.

69. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) The Clerk shall notify all members of Council of every planning application as
quickly as possible after receiving it.

The Clerk advised that Wiltshire Council now only send planning applications to the
Parish Council on a weekly basis. An email was received weekly with a notification of
all planning applications received and decisions made in West Wiltshire.

Resolved: Item 69a be amended to read as follows:
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decision made on a weekly basis, by forwarding the Wiltshire Council notification
email to the Councillors.

73. CODE OF CONDUCT ON COMPLAINTS

The Council shall deal with complaints of maladministrations allegedly committed
by the Council or by any officer or member in the manner recommended in
Circular 2/86 issued by the National Association Local Councils (This circular is
attached to Standing Orders).

The Clerk advised that the NALC circular was dated 2008, and that the SLCC had
issued their own Model Complaints Procedure (dated July 2012) which looked a more
“user friendly” easier to read version for use by the members of the public. The
Council could adopt this Model Procedure instead, which could be publicised on the
Council website with the other policies.

Clir Chivers explained that if any complaint was made against the Council then it
would have to be referred to the Standards Committee at Wiltshire Council and
therefore there was no need to have a separate Code of Conduct for Complaints.

The Clerk explained that it would still be useful for the Parish Council to have their
own Complaints Procedure as sometimes a formal complaint could be avoided if a
misunderstanding or issue could be resolved rather than having to automatically move
to a formal complaint in the initial stages of a dispute.

Resolved: Item 73 be amended to read as follows:

The Council shall deal with complaints of maladministrations allegedly committed by
the Council or by any officer or member in the manner recommended in the SLCC
(Society of Local Council Clerks) “Advice Note: Complaints Handling and Model
Complaints Procedure” dated 26" July 2012.

The Council noted that the new Standing Order approved at the last Full Council
meeting 14® April 2014 for Confidential Minutes had been included under
CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS as Standing Order 66 (c).

b) Adoption of Standing Orders 2014/15: Resolved: The Council formally adopt the
Council Standing Orders, as amended above, for 2014/15.

c) Adoption of Model Complaints Procedure 2014/15: Resolved: The Council
Jormally adopt the SLCC Model Complaints Procedure (dated 26" July 201 2) for
2014/15.

d) Councillor Job Description: Cllr Chivers proposed that the Council adopt a
Councillor Job Description, as per the example from the Norfolk Association of
Local Councils as it would be useful to give candidates standing for election an idea
of what is involved in becoming a Councillor. The Clerk reported that there was
already a published “Good Councillor Guide”. Resolved: 1) The Council formally
adopt the Good Councillor Guide published by the NTS (National Training Strategy
Jor Town and Parish Councils). 2) The Council to formally adopt a Councillor Job
Description.
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[image: image4.png]5/14 Appointment of Committees: Resolved: (Chair and Vice-Chair to be ex-officio
members of all committees and working parties). The following Committees be
appointed:

Finance Committee: Clirs. Alan Baines; Rolf Brindle; Mike Mills and Pat Nicol.

Planning and Policy Committee: Cllrs. Alan Baines; Rolf Brindle; Gregory Coombes;
Steve Petty; Mike Sankey and Paul Carter.

Staffing and Resources Committee: Clirs. Alan Baines, Terry Chivers; Pat Nicol and
Mike Sankey.

Joint Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group: Chair — Richard Wood and Vice Chair —
John Glover. Cllr Paul Carter to substitute in the absence of either Chair or Vice
Chair.

Allotments Committee: Cllrs. Rolf Brindle; Pat Nicol; Steve Petty and Paul Carter.

Bowerhill Jubilee Sports Field Working Party: Cllrs. Alan Baines; Rolf Brindle; Mike
Mills; Mike Sankey; Pat Nicol and Paul Carter.

6/14 Appointment of Representatives:

a) Wiltshire Council Pension Fund: Cllr Coombes advised that he had not been
mnvited to meetings in the past couple of years but felt that a member of staff
would be a more appropriate representative as beneficiaries of the scheme. This
required investigation as the scheme may prohibit such beneficiaries as
representatives. Resolved: The Council investigate whether a Council staff
member could represent the Council at the Wiltshire Pension Fund.

b) Forest & Sandridge School Governor: Clir Nicol advised that she wished to
stand down as the Council representative as Governor for Forest & Sandridge
School. Clir Chivers advised that there were residents of the new housing
development East of Melkham that were interested in this role. Resolved: The
Council defer this item whilst potential candidates were sourced.

c) Appointment of Council Representatives: Resolved: The following Council
representatives be appointed for 2014/15:

i) Organisations

Bowerhill Hall Management Trust Mike Mills & Rolf Brindle
Bowerhill Villager Vacancy

Melksham Joint Health Forum Paul Clark & John Glover
Melksham Hospital & Community Gregory Coombes

Melksham Charities Mike Sankey & Pat Nicol
Melksham Area Board Richard Wood & John Glover

Melksham Area Community Partnership Steve Petty

Melksham Area Community Safety Group Mike Mills

Melksham Area Waterways Group Rolf Brindle, John Glover
Melksham Community Area Transport Group Alan Baines

Melksham Railway Development Group John Glover & Rolf Brindle
Melksham Rural Policing Team — Bowerhill Mike Mills
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Melksham Rural Policing Team — Shaw/Whitley Vacancy

Community Speedwatch -Bowerhill
Community Speedwatch - Shaw and Whitley

Community Speedwatch - Woodrow

Community Speedwatch — Berryfield

Pavilion Club, Bowerhill

Wiltshire Council Pensions

Rachel Fowler Trust

Shaw Hall Management Committee
Whitley Reading Rooms

Wilts. Association Local Councils
Wilts & Berks Canal Partnership

Vacancy
Vacancy
Alan Baines
Richard Wood
Mike Mills
To be agreed
Richard Wood
Gregory Coombes
Terry Chivers
Gregory Coombes
Rolf Brindle & Steve Petty

Alan Baines (Reserve T. Chivers)
Clerk —Teresa Strange
Asst. Parish Officer — Jo Eccleston

Northern Area Flooding Group
Press Representative
Parish Highways & Street Scene Rep

ii) Tree-planting Representatives: Tree-planting representatives for the parish be
as follows: Cllrs. Rolf Brindle, John Glover and Mike Sankey

iii) Footpath Representatives: Footpath representatives for the parish be as

Jfollows:
Beanacre Terry Chivers
Berryfield Richard Wood

Bowerhill & Redstocks  John Glover and Mike Sankey

Sandridge Alan Baines
Shaw and Whitley Terry Chivers
The Spa Rolf Brindle

iv) Health and Safety Representative: Cllr. Mike Sankey

Declarations of Interest: Clir Coombes declared an interest in the item relating to
Strategic Housing allocations (SHLAA) Site 312 & 308 as close to his house. Clir
Wood declared an interest in any of the SHLAA sites near to his house. The Clerk
declared an interest in the item relating to BRAG’s bench scheme as her husband had
been contracted by BRAG to install the benches. Clir Glover declared an interest in the
items relating to the Allotments as a tenant, and items relating to Forest & Sandridge
school as his grandchildren were pupils. Cllr Wood declared an interest in any items
relating to BASRAG (Berryfield and Semington Road Action Group) and Cllrs Mills,
Glover, Sankey and Brindle in BRAG (Bowerhill Residents Action Group).

The Council agreed to suspend Standing Orders for a period of public participation

Public Participation:
a) SHLAA Strategic Housing Allocation sites:
i) LeilaRiley, 84 Corsham Road, Whitley: Leila Riley explained that she had
attended the meeting to register her concerns over plans for building on Sites
312 and 3148. The concerns were over the vehicular access onto the busy road,
what provision would be made for the increased vehicles associated with new
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[image: image6.png]development as there were already cars parking on the pavement. What
provision had been put in place for traffic, parking and access?

Cllr Wood explained that there was no planning application for these sites, it
was just a suggested site for future development, there were no plans at present.

ii) John Catchpole, 186 Top Lane: Mr Catchpole explained that he had been
unaware of these plans, and was grateful to Clir Chivers for alerting them. He
wanted to know why the site had been put forward as the plot on the opposite
side of Top Lane was still open for consideration. This site has sole access from
Corsham Road and would case a big problem for traffic. The site was a
greenfield site. When a planning application for a small industrial unit nearby
was considered 3 years ago the Parish Council rejected it. Mr Catchpole was
strongly opposed to the site in principle as it would change the character of that
end of the village.

iii) Jeff Newbury, Corsham Road: Mr Newbury agreed with the comments made
by others and stated that the Corsham Road was a death trap and even more
housing would be a nightmare for the school. Mr Newbury wanted to know
where the exit would be and where any parking would be (for Site 314). It was
an ongoing problem which bounced between the Council and the Police.

Clir Wood reiterated that there were no planning applications for these sites, and
so no details on parking, access etc.

iv) William Bollen. 208 Corsham Road and land adjacent: Mr Bollen explained that
he owned the land at Corsham Road, but was not a resident. The Council
planners had put forward sites for the national housing need. There has to be
housing throughout Wiltshire and there is a possibility that some housing will
be in Whitley or Broughton Gifford. Mr Bollen agreed that there may be traffic
issues but these could be controlled with traffic calming.

Cllr Wood explained that these sites were a long way from any developments,
and that details such as traffic and access would all be part of any detailed plans.

b) Flooding at East of Melksham housing development:

i) Michelle Stokes, 12 Cranesbill Road: Michelle Stokes attended the meeting
following correspondence with the Parish Council, Wiltshire Council planning
enforcement, the developers of her house (David Wilson Homes), and the
Consortium of developers for the East of Melksham housing development.
Photographs had been viewed that showed the holes dug in her garden that
were completely full of water and preventing garden works to take place.

Michelle Stokes explained that she was all for the development of the new
school but had issues with the football pitches. In December there had been a
flood of 40,000 gallons of water coming from the football pitches onto the
David Wilson housing development. The football pitches had the top surface
removed at the beginning of the winter, which exposed the green clay. This type
of green clay was used in the past to repair canals, and explains why the surface

water ran off rather than soaked in.
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There were also concerns about the lack of health and safety enforcement
employed by the developers, as there were no Health & Safety signs relating to
the footpath running through the development, which the children used on their
way to school. During the flood the children went through the Bloor building
site as they could not get through their usual route at Clackers Brook en route to
Melksham Oak.

During the flood, 20 residents formed a manmade bund to re-direct the water.
No drainage had been implemented by the Consortium (comprising of Barratt,
Persimmon and Bloor) due to a cost issue, but they had assurances that this was
now being addressed and a French drain installed. The houses affected were
part of the David Wilson development, who were not part of the Consortium.
Michelle Stokes was looking for support from the Parish Council and noted that
several Councillors had been to site and/or met with her.

Karl Norman, 81 Cranesbill Road: Mr Norman provided a powerpoint
presentation on the details of the flooding issues and his concerns about the
works to put this right. All the vegetation has been removed from the football
pitches and so there was nothing to capture the water. There would be an
increased flow of water from the proposed works and the bund had now
collapsed. Residents were left for 8 months with just clay around their houses as
the developers told them that it was too wet for earthworks equipment to be able
to carry out work.

Planning application W/014/04244/FUL 64 Shaw Hill:
Honor Poulston, 62 Shaw Hill: Honor Poulston explained that she objected to the

planning application for the dormer extension as the 3 windows would completely
overlook her property. The patio door would open right onto her boundary and look
into her home. If more windows were put in it would invade her privacy. The other
neighbour of the applicant was also in attendance at the meeting and opposed to the
application for the same reason.

Proposed MUGA for Hornchurch Road play area:

D)

David Gazzard, 39 Hornchurch Road: Mr Gazzard read a copy of a letter that he
had sent to the Council relating to the proposed MUGA at Hornchurch Road,
the s106 agreement and his correspondence with the police on the matter. Clir
Wood explained that all the Councillors had received a copy of the letter with
their agenda packs. Mr Gazzard commented that the contents of his letter
backed up his view that any noise at all hours from the proposed MUGA would
be a drain on police resources and that any enclosure should be manned and
locked to prevent all night use.

Dan Richards, 38 Kittyhawke Close: Mr Richards explained that he and Mr
Gazzard had met with Cllr Mills to discuss the planning application for the
MUGA fence before the recent BRAG AGM. He also commented that the
Council Planning Committee had recommended that the planning application be
withdrawn. BRAG were now holding a separate meeting about the MUGA on
3™ June and he felt that the Council should withdraw the planning application to
allow for a period of negotiation and to consult with residents affected.
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Mr Richards and Mr Gazzard were now members of BRAG.

Two other Bowerhill residents attended the meeting and agreed with the
comments of Mr Gazzard and Mr Richards.

e) Wiltshire Councillor Roy While:

1) Campus: Wilts Cllr Roy While reported that the Wiltshire Council Strategic
Committee approved the planning application for the Melksham Campus, and
the tender process had now started.

i1) MUGA, Hornchurch Road: Cllr While explained that he did not agree with the
outcome of the BRAG meeting and that he too had spoken to the police about
the proposed MUGA and his interpretation was different to that of Mr
Gazzard’s.

1i1) Solar Farm (Roundponds): The Western Area Planning Committee were
conducting a site visit on Wednesday that week, followed by their Committee
meeting to made a decision.

iv) Gompels warehouse extension: A meeting was being arranged for the 27% May
at the warehouse to discuss their plans for expansion.

v) Chairman of Wiltshire Council: Following a request from Clir Coombes the
Chair, on behalf of the Parish Council, congratulated Cllr While on his recent
appointment as Chair of Wiltshire Council. He expressed his delight at the
news and felt it was a real acknowledgement of Cllr While’s career to be first
Chief Executive of West Wiltshire District Council and then Chair of Wiltshire
Council.

Clir While explained that although he now had a remit and engagements booked
for all over the whole of Wiltshire, he would however, still be as diligent in his
Bowerhill constituency.

The Council re-convened and resolved to move the item relating to planning
applications to be the next item on the agenda.

Planning Applications: The Council considered the following planning application:
W/14/04244/FUL Mr & Mrs Drange, 64 Shaw Hill, Dormer roof and porch
extension

Comments: The Council OBJECTS to the application as it considers the new dormer
roof windows would overlook the windows of the exisitng dproperty. The distance
between the wall of the neighbouring property and the 2" floor dormer is believed to
be les than 12 metres.

(See also Min. 8/14c)

Finance:

a) Statement of Accounts and Financial Report 31% March 2014: The Clerk
reported an update on the Creditors position as stated in the Statement of Accounts
following receipt of the revised Rates valuation and bills today. A valuation had
taken place for Bowerhill Sports Field, with a separate value (£970) now issued for
the part of the Sports Field owned by the Parish Council (and not the 20m strip and
Pavilion remaining in the ownership of Wiltshire Council valued at £2,650). This
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meant that the invoice had been revised. The bill for Crown Chambers had also
been revised as the Council were now eligible for a 100% small business relief as
their square footage was now under the eligibility threshold due to the re-valuation
of the Sports Field. It was noted that the original figures needed to remain on the
Statement of Accounts as that was the position as at 31* March 2014.

Bowerhill Sports Field:

Amount shown on Statement of Accounts for 2013/14: £1,709.40

Amount now owing for 2013/14: £ 373.25

Crown Chambers:
Amount shown on Statement of Accounts for 2013/14: £3,723.74
Amount now owing for 2013/14: NIL

Resolved: The Statement of Accounts and Financial Report for the year ending 31"
March 2014 be formally approved by the Council and two copies be signed by the
Chairman and Clerk/Responsible Finance Officer.

b) Appointment of Internal Auditor: It was noted that Thursday 5th June had been
booked as the date for the Internal Audit.

¢) External Audit dates: The Council noted that the following dates for 2013/14 audit:
Statutory deadline for approval of Council’s Annual Return 30th June 2014
Dates for exercise of Electors’ rights to inspect accounts ~ 23rd May — 24" June 2014

d) Council Receipts: The Council noted the following Council receipts:

Wiltshire Council: Parish Precept 2014 /15 (50%) £ 61,748.21
Wiltshire Council: Precept Grant (50%) £ 751.79
Allotment rent £ 828.75

€) Accounts for payment: Resolved: The following accounts be checked and formally
approved for payment:
*Paid since the last meeting
4602*  Wiltshire Council: Planning application fee (50% discount) £ 192.50
for renewal of Berryfield Village Hall application (Min 581/13f)

4603  Void

4604  Greensward Sports Consultancy Ltd: Bowerhill Sports £ 610.09
Field April grasscutting to contract £453.41 additional
line marking agreed £55 + VAT

4605  Townsend Design & Print: Letterhead, Comp slips & £ 287.94
Business Cards with new Clerk details £239.95 + VAT

4606  Condor Office Solutions Ltd: Photocopying 23/1/14 - £ 262.64
23/4/14 £218.87 + VAT

4607  Wiltshire Publications Ltd: Melksham News Spring £ 171.00
Quarterly newsletter
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4608 - British Telecom: Crown Chambers Telephone 01/05/14 £ 103.47
-31/07/14 £86.23 + VAT

4609  J Beaven: Crown Chambers office cleaning 25/4/14 & £ 60.00

9/5/14 @ £30 per session
4610  Countrywide Farmers plc: Maintenance materials £16.06 £ 19.27
+ VAT '
Salaries:

4611  Mrs Teresa Strange: May salary + additional hours (61.5) £
+ Expenses (new keys cut for Crown Chambers £10.67
+ VAT)

4612  Mrs Joanne Eccleston: May salary + additional hours (53.5) £
+ Expenses (cleaning materials £1.66, stationery 82p + VAT)

4613  Mr Terry Cole: w/e 5/4/14 — 26/4/14 + travel allowance + £
Mileage £59.20

4614  Mrs Margaret Mylchreest: May salary + additional hrs (6.5) £

4615  Mrs Lucy Key: Hours worked in April & May, before start £

date 19™ May '

Total Salaries€ 3,656.94
4616  (See Min. 37/14b)

4617  Inland Revenue: PAYE Tax & NI contributions £ 915.89
4618 (See Min. 11/14 ¢)

4619  Wiltshire Council — Wiltshire Pension Fund: £ 947.08
Superannuation Strange/Eccleston ’

4620 TOTAL Equipment Ltd: Building Insurance for Crown £ 929.61
Chambers (1/5/14 — 30/4/15) £813.44, Electn01ty March
£107.32 + VAT

Council Insurance Policy:
a) Annual Review: The Council reviewed the Council Insurance Policy. Clir Brindle

queried why the Heritage Turbine was not listed on the insurance policy. It was
unclear who owned the T a%‘khad been installed at the Bowerhill Industrial
&'lgur

Estate under the Bradford District Council ownership. The Clerk agreed to

investigate. : {é iw

i) Amendments in 2013/14: The Council noted the following changes that had
taken place during 2013/14:

Street Furniture: Replacement noticeboard at top of Sandridge Hill
(Increase value by £40.50)
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i)Amendments for 2014/15:
The Council considered an offer from BRAG. The Area Board had provided grant
funding to BRAG, part of which was to fund the purchase and installation of 6
new benches in Bowerhill. BRAG wished to donate the benches to the Parish
Council once they had been purchased and installed, to enable the Council to
include them in their insurance cover provision and to undertake their
maintenance. Resolved: The Council accept the donation of 6 new installed
benches in Bowerhill from BRAG.

Resolved: The following amendments be made to the Policy for 2014/15:

Street Furniture: Add 6 new benches in Bowerhill at £150 each = £900

Office contents: Add colour printer, delete fux machine and 2 printers as disposed
of (minor asset changes, no value amendment).

All property items increased by 3%.

b) Renewal Options: The Clerk explained that the Long Term Agreement with

Aviva was due to expire on 31% May 2015, there was an option of re-signing now
for another 3 years until 31% May 2017 and obtaining a 5% discount (£104.25) off
the renewal premium due. The Clerk advised that the Council had not sought
competitive quotes for insurance provision since 2010.

Cllr Baines advised that last time the Council sought quotes there might have been a
little saved on the premium but it was not for comparable cover. He felt that it was
unlikely that the Council would do any better in terms of price and cover and would
spend more in staff time than would be saved.

Clir Sankey felt that it was important for the Council to undertake due diligence and
check prices again.

The Clerk confirmed that the cover offered by Aviva was much better than the
others previously insured with as Property damage was “all risk” cover and not
“impact only”, and items of street furniture were more likely to be vandalised than
hit by vehicles. The items were also covered for theft.

Resolved: The Council renew their Long Term Agreement with Aviva on renewal of
their current policy on I* June 2014, to expire on 31° May 2017. This was carried
with 5 votes for and 4 against.

Authorisation of payment to Broker Networks Ltd: Resolved: The Council
authorise the payment of the following account:
4618  Broker Network Ltd: Insurance premium £ 1,980.70
for Came & Co insurance brokers for renewal
of Aviva Insurance policy from 1* June 2014
less 5% discount (- £104.25) for signing Long
Term Agreement 1 June 14 - 31% May 2017

New Premises Licence: The Council noted the New Premises Licence application for
Malthurst at Nortree Motors, Beanacre Road which was just over the boundary and
therefore a Town application.
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Planning Correspondence:

a) W/14/00726/FUL Melksham Campus: The Council noted that permission had
been granted.

b) W/13/06739/FUL Relocation of Rugby & Football Clubs: The Council noted
that the decision on this application had been delayed due to highway issues and
would be considered at the Western Area Committee in July.

c) W/13/06707/FUL Roundponds Solar Farm: The Council noted that the
Western Area Planning Committee were considering this application on Weds
21* May with a Site Meeting at 12pm and Decision meeting at 3pm.

d) Proposed solar farm at Little Chalfield Farm: The Council noted that an
information event had been held on 15™ May at Atworth Village Hall.

Minutes, Council Meeting 14™ April 2014: Resolved: The Minutes of the Council
Meeting held 14th April be approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman as a
correct record with the following amendments:

Page 8 Min 594/13 Paragraph 10 “Clir Mike Mills stated ...... and 2 Abstentions”
Delete the paragraph as a duplication of Paragraph 4

Page 18 Min 607/13k) Amend “Hurricane Lane” to “Hurricane Road”

Confidential Minutes, Council Meeting 14™ April 2014: Resolved: The Confidential
Minutes 610/13a) b) & c) of this Council Meeting be formally approved by the Council
and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

Arising from Min. 593/14 k) Public Participation re: Proposed MUGA at
Hornchurch Road: The Council considered the request of the resident to have his
letter of objection to be attached to the Minutes of the Meeting. Cllr Baines
commented that the Minutes were to record the Council and Committee business and
not correspondence. The Minutes recorded that the report had been received and
discussed. No other correspondence was attached in such a way to the Minutes, for
example the correspondence relating to the Solar Farm development at Sandridge.
Resolved: The Council keep the resident’s letter and report on file, but not as part of
the Minutes of the Meeting.

Arising from Min. 598/13c) Repair of cracked MUGA, Shaw: The Clerk advised that
Peter Davis, the Chairman of Shaw Village Hall and Playing Field, had reported that
the Wiltshire Council contractors emptying the bins in the area had been driving along
the edge of the MUGA tarmac surface. This had been reported to Wiltshire Council on
several occasions by Peter Davis. The Clerk had therefore asked to Stuart Renfrew to
investigate this with their contractors Balfour Beatty to see if it was a contributing
factor to the crack in the MUGA’s tarmac surface. A reply had been replied to state
that the nature of the crack proved that it was due to the ground below the surface
sinking, this had been backed up by a senior Wiltshire Council engineer. Resolved: The
Council proceed with the instruction to C J Morgan to repair the crack and seek
reassurance from Wiltshire Council that their contractors will not continue to drive
along the MUGA tarmac surface.
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a) Bowerhill Sports Field: The Clerk reported that the Council had formally
accepted the quotation from J H Jones but still needed to approve individual
optional elements of the contract detail.

Resolved: The Council formally approve the following elements of the contract:

1) ITEM 1: PART A No Collection of Grass: The Council instruct the contractor to
NOT collect and dispose of the grass.

1) ITEM 2: Spiking: The Council instruct the contractor to carry out spiking at the
beginning of the contract (I°' June 2014).

ii1) ITEM 3: Sanding, patching and seeding: 3B Goalmouths: The Council instruct
the contractor to sand and seed the goalmouths as per schedule, at the
beginning of the contract (I° June 2014).

iv) ITEM 5: Goalpost care: 5B: The Council instruct the contractor to remove the
goalposts, chain together and store on site at the beginning of the contract (I
June 2014).

v) ITEM 5: Goalpost care: 5A: The Council instruct the contractor to clean and
paint the goalposts and check and replace the clips before the beginning of the
next season (July/August to be advised).

b) Beanacre Church Car Park: The Clerk reported that she had been unable to
obtain a key for the Church Car park gate from the Church Warden. Following a
Church committee meeting, the Warden had proposed that the Council’s
contractor mow the grass in front of the hedge from the Church Wall to 18
Beanacre which is just beyond the gate into the Play Area; and in return the
Church would be responsible for mowing the Church car park and therefore a
key would not be necessary.

Clir Baines felt that it would be a good idea for the contractor to cut the area in
front of the long hedge as it was the entrance to the play area; but to leave the
large island to Wiltshire Council.

Clir Glover was against the suggestion as there would be public liability issues
and did not want to enter into a different agreement with the new contractor as
they commenced the contract.

Cllr Chivers commented that permission would be needed to cultivate Wltshire
Council land, and queried what would happen if someone was injured whilst
cutting the grass on Wiltshire Council land.

Clir Baines proposed that the Council agree to the new arrangement proposed
by St Barnabas Church. This proposal fell with 3 votes for and 7 against.
Resolved: The Council write to St Barnabas Church and explain that they wish
to remain with the current arrangement for grass cutting but were willing to
review in 3 year’s time when their grass cutting contract was renewed. The
Church to be reminded of the legal agreement drawn up between the Parish
Council and the Diocese of Salisbury giving the Council access through the car
park to carry out grasscutting.
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Arising from Min. 604/13¢c) Request for No Ball Games sign at electricity substation
near Hornchurch Road: The Council noted correspondence between Wiltshire
Council and PCSO Janet Gould on this issue; no sign would be erected.

Minutes, Planning Committee 28™ April 2014: Resolved: The Minutes of this
Planning Committee be formally approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman
as a correct record with the following amendments:

Page 6 Min. 622/13 Line 2 & Line 6 Amend “This is grade 1 agricultural land” to
“This is higher grade agricultural land”.

Page 8 Min. 622/13 Paragraph 1 Amend “The land is considered under the Kennet
and Avon canal development and any other development should not be allowed to
impede connection with Wilts and Bevks canal” to “This land is considered under the
Berks and Wilts canal development and any other development should not be allowed
to impede connection with Kennet and Avon canal’.

Page 10 Paragaph 8 Amend ** Min 624/13 Joint Neighbourhood Plan” to “Min. 625/13
Joint Neighbourhood Plan”

Page 11 Paragraph 3 Amend “Min. 625/13 Solar Farm Policy” to “Min. 626/13a)
Solar Farm Policy”

Page 11 Paragraph 7 Amend “Min 626/13 Allotment Request” to “Min 626/13a)
Allotment Request”

Arising from Min. 619/13 W/14/03652/0OUT 303 Sandridge Road. Demolition of
existing dwelling and erection of 24 dwellings. The Council noted correspondence
from a resident requesting conditions to be imposed on the application if approved.

Arising from Min. 620/13a) Premises Licence Application — Marston’s plc for East
of Melksham: The Council noted that the agents John Gaunt & Partners had offered to
meet with the Council to discuss their concerns and had subsequently written and
confirmed that their client agree to the conditions requested by the Council and
therefore request that the Council withdraw their representation to the Licence
Application.

The police had assessed the application and had no concerns that would warrant
requesting additional conditions at this time.

The Council had been invited to the Licensing Sub-Committee Hearing the following
morning, 20" May at 10.30am to make their representation.

Resolved: The Council inform the Licensing Sub-Committee Hearing that they were
withdrawing their representation against the Premises Licence Application for
Marston’s plc for East of Melksham as long as the conditions offered by John Gaunt &
Partners on behalf of their client were upheld. 1) CCTV to be in operation to the
exterior of the premises including the external terraced area 2)Recorded music will not
be undertaken externally after 20:00 hrs. 3) Off sales remains a small element of the
premises operation and priced at the same structure as those consumed internally and
so would deter the casual purchaser.
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Arising from Min. 620/13 b) Premises Licence Application — Wm Morrisons ple (M
Local) at Snowberry Lane: The Clerk advised that no other objections or concerns
had been raised for this application. Further guidance had been received that “Shops,
stores and supermarkets are generally permitted to sell alcohol for consumption off the premises
during their normal trading hours, unless there are exceptional reasons relating to the licensing
objectives, in particular the prevention of crime and disorder and public nuisance.”

Resolved: The Council make no further representation on this application

Arising from Min. 622/13a) Wiltshire Housing Site Allocations DPD & Call for
Sites Submission: The Clerk reported that David Way, Planning Officer was keen to
receive a copy of the Council’s review of SHLAA (Strategic Housing Land Availability
Assessment) sites as he was about to conduct an exercise to find sites to put additional
housing further to the Planning Inspector’s request for an increase in housing in
Wiltshire as part of the Core Strategy adoption. In the absence of a Neighbourhood
Plan, this document would be very useful. Resolved: The Council forward their
comments on the review of the SHLAA sites in the Parish.

Arising from Min. 624/13 W/14/01138/DP3 Erection of fence to enclose MUGA:

The Council noted the following papers:

a) Extract of s106 agreement pertaining to the MUGA (original application
W/12/01256)

b) Copy of original Parish Council application for s106 funding at Hornchurch Road,
and subsequent request for fencing

¢) Correspondence from resident re: s106 funding (See also Min. 8/14d)i))

d) Resident’s Freedom of Information request

e) Correspondence from Inspector Armstrong

f) Report from BRAG AGM (6™ May)

g) Original instruction given to chosen contractor for MUGA

Arising from Min. 625/13 Joint Neighbourhood Plan: Resolved: The Council accept
the invitation from the Town Council to attend a meeting of all of the town and parish
councillors to get together for an informal, informative meeting to discuss a way
Jforward.

Planning Committee Recommendations: Resolved: The Recommendations as
detailed in Mins. 620/13, 622/13, 623/13, 625/13 and 626/14 be formally approved by
the Council.

Minutes, Allotment Committee 12™ May 2014: Resolved: The Minutes of this
Allotment Committee be formally approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman
as a correct record.

Confidential Minutes, Allotment Committee 12™ May 2014: Resolved: The
Confidential Minute 641/13 of this Council Meeting be formally approved by the
Council and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

Arising from Min. 641/13C Right of Access to Council owned land: The Clerk
reported that Cllr Petty had had a relatively successful visit to the Wiltshire Archives.
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Allotment Committee Recommendations: Resolved: The Recommendations as
detailed in Mins. 634/13, 636/13, 637/13, 638/1, 640/13 and 641/13C be formally
approved by the Council.

Play Areas & Bowerhill Sports Field:
a) Parish Caretaker Quarterly Play Area Inspections (Shaw & Beanacre): The
Council noted the Caretaker’s reports which only contained 3 low risk items.
i) Shaw: Crack in floor area to MUGA (See Min. 17/14)
ii) Shaw: General soft floor area (rubber) in poor condition, plus still problems
with moss.
iii) Beanacre: Still some infilling needed around soft flooring perimeter.

The Clerk advised that money had been put into the Reserves over the last few
years to replace the surfaces at both Shaw and Beanacre play areas eventually. In
the meantime the Parish Caretaker was to seal the cracks and to fill the cracks
around the edge with soil and grass seed to provide a solution that allowed for the
surface to contract in the hot weather and expand in the winter months.

b) Bowerhill Sports Field:

i) End of Football season: The Clerk advised that the last matches of the
season had been played 17%/18™ May. The cleaner would then give a last
clean and then return her key as the end of her current contract.

ii) Request for tighter security measures: The Clerk advised that she had
requested the contractors (Parish Council, Wiltshire Council, Herman
Miller) to make sure that the gates were kept locked when working at the
Sports Field as there was anecdotal evidence of travellers in town, and the
bank holiday weekend approaching.

c) Wiltshire Playground Scheme Website: The Council considered a request for the
Council to provide information on their play areas for a website to map all
playgrounds in the UK. Resolved: The Council provide the information
requested to Playmapp.

d) “Funin the Sun” — Summer Sports Activities: The Council noted details on the
Fun in the Sun programme, a rural sports outreach programme delivered in the
Summer Holidays for 5-11 year olds. Resolved: The Council send details of the
scheme to Shaw Village Hall Committee whose facilities were included in the
scheme.

¢) “Have a Field Day” Field in Trust events: The Council noted the information
from Field in Trust.

Flooding & Drainage works:

a) Flooding at Cranesbill Road & Land for future East of Melksham School &
Pitches: Cllr Carter reported that he had been to site and met with residents. He
had never seen water like it and there was still water in their gardens. It is not clear
where this water will go as a result of the new drainage being put in.

Cllr Chivers explained that there was a grey area as the development was still

unadopted and so a civil matter. He was concerned about the clay at the football
pitches, and where the top soil that had been removed had gone to. If the incorrect
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drainage was put in, the pitches would be unplayable in the future. There was no
sign of work on the new School starting yet.

Cllr Baines was concerned that there were plans to put drainage in to take water
from the pitches to Clackers Brook as there was a need for attenuation lakes or
ponds for a gradual release otherwise the Brook would overflow. On all the other
developments the water is taken away by attenuation ponds so that the land is not
saturated. The Environment Agency needed to be involved otherwise other
problems would just appear further downstream.

The public Right of Way (MW18) did not appear to be safeguarded by the
developers. It needs to be safe, otherwise the developers need to apply to close it
temporarily. Resolved: The Council contact the Environment Agency and the
Rights of Way Officer to express their concerns as detailed above.

Maintenance of water courses, Whitley: The Clerk reported that a resident had
complained that the Pear Tree had not cleared their ditch. However, the Parish
Caretaker had checked and reported that the work had been done in January. The
Clerk had asked Stuart Renfrew to have a look and report back. He advised that the
ditch had been cleared but some remedial works were still needed. Resolved: The
Council write to the Pear Tree Public House and request that they carry out the
Jurther remedial works to the ditch as required.

Wiltshire Council Report of Flood Plan Review programme: The Council noted
the report.

Parish Enhancement:
a) Request for bench at West Hill bus hardstanding: A resident had requested a

d)

bench at this location. The Clerk advised that the cost would be approx £200 based
on the costs associated with the benches being purchased and installed by BRAG.
Resolved: The Council purchase and install a bench at West Hill bus hardstanding,
based on the same price and specification as the BRAG purchased benches, from
the Street Furniture budget.

Protect a Community Asset: The Council noted Dept.for Local Communities and
Local Government advice on how to protect a Community Asset.

Best Kept Village Competition: The Clerk reported that the Parish Caretaker had
been concentrating on the areas that the Judges will be looking at. Jo had been
working hard on supplying new plans and information, and addressing the Judges’
comments from the previous year.

Clir Mills reported that despite many requests, the bus shelters in Bowerhill had
still not been cleaned. The Clerk advised that the instruction had been given weekly
by Stuart Renfrew to Balfour Beatty but had not been carried out.

Clir Chivers agreed to take up with Phillip Whitehead (Portfolio Holder for

Highways Contract) directly to advise that Balfour Beatty were not fulfilling their
contract.
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The following items (Min.37/14C, 38/14C), were held in committee in view of the
confidential nature of the items under the reason Standing Order 62a engagement and
terms of service of employees. A member of public left the meeting.

Minutes, Staffing Committee 28™ April 2014: Resolved: The Minutes of this Staffing
Committee be formally approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman as a
correct record.

Confidential Minutes, Staffing Committee 28™ April 2014: Resolved: The
Confidential Minute 628/13 of this Staffing Committee be formally approved by the
Council and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

Arising from Min. 628/13C Employee Disciplinary Meeting: Cllr Baines reported on
the Employee Disciplinary meeting held on 14™ May.

b) Authorisation of payment to Mrs Elaine Cranton: Resolved: The Council
authorise the payment of the following account:
4616  Mrs Elaine Cranton: April office cleaning
(sick pay 16, 23" & 30™ April only)

Arising from Min. 629/13 Occupational Health:
a) Indicative costs: The Council noted indicative costs from two 10cal providers.

b) NALC Employement Briefing re: Statutory Sick Pay refund abolished
from 6™ April 2014.: The Council noted the NALC briefing which stated that
“Employees with four weeks of sickness absence will normally be referred to their GP
(with the employee’s consent) for an assessement by an occupational health
professional. They will then receive a return to work plan.”

c) Next Steps: The Council noted that the employee’s current Doctor’s note ran
until 2* June 2014.

Staffing Committee Recommendations: Resolved: The Recommendations as detailed
in Mins. 628/13C and 629/13Cbe formally approved by the Council.

The Council resolved that they suspend their Standing Order 1 and continue their
meeting until 10.20 p.m.

Highways & Street Scene:

a) Community Day & Highway Community Steward Visits: Councillors reported
that the work planned in for Forest Road and Beanacre on the 13™ May did not

- happen. The Clerk agreed to feedback to Stuart Renfrew. The next Community

Day was planned for 17® June.

b) Changes to Street Cleaning contract from 1% April: The Council noted changes
to Wiltshire Council’s street cleaning provision.

¢) Foreign lorries parking overnight in Bowerhill: Cllr Mills reported that there had
been an instance of 1 Latvian lorry and 2 Polish lorries parking overnight in
Bowerhill. All the details had been passed to the police, with no further incidents to
date.
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d) Parked lorries blocking access to Superior Graphics, Bowerhill: Cllr Mills
reported that Wilts Clir Roy While had arranged to meet with Superior Graphics
Managing Director.

¢) Request for parking restrictions — entrance to Dauncey Gardens, East of
Melksham: Clir Glover suggested that this is looked at when the road is adopted.
Cllr Mills agreed as even if yellow lines were put in, enforcement would only by
able to be conducted by the developers. Resolved: The Council review this when the
East of Melksham housing development is adopted.

f) Community Speed Watch Training: The Council noted that the next training
session was on Weds 11™ June at 6pm.

g) Notes from CATG meeting 29" April: The Council noted these papers. Clir
Baines updated on the outstanding SIDS for Woodrow. Another key is needed to
access the sockets this has delayed the installation until September.

h) Temporary road closure Lower Woodrow/Forest Lane (Ref. TTRO 3453): The
Council noted this temporary closure on Sunday 22" and 29" June (9am to 4pm) to
enable Openreach works access to overhead network for cable repair.

i) Road Closure Plans: The Council note road closure plans for Melksham Carnival
(12" July) and Bromham Carnival (21* June).

Health: The Council noted the following papers:

a) Notes of Health Working Group Meeting (10™ April)

b) Great Western Hospital — Public Governor Vacancy

¢) RUH North Development — consultation event 20" May at 6pm

d) Demetia Friends - information session available for Council

e) Ethical Care Campaign — for higher pay rates for homecare workers

Staffing Matters:
a) Staff Training: Resolved: The Council approved the following requests for staff
training:
1) Health, Safety and Wellbeing training provided by the SLCC on 25" June at £95
+ VAT for the Clerk
2) New Clerk Induction Training provided by WALC on 9" July at £45 each +
VAT for Jo Eccleston & Lucy Key
3) MyEnvolve: Engaging with the Community provided by MyEnvolve on 21" May
free of charge
b) Statutory Holiday Dates: Resolved: The Council formally approve Tuesday 27"
May and Tuesday 26" August as statutory holidays for Council staff.

Commemorative Events: The Council noted the following commemorative occasions:
a) World War I: The Fields in Trust were running a new protection programme
for Centenary Fields for open space to be protected in perpetuity as part of
WWI commemorations.
b) Bi-centenary of The Spa in 2015

General Correspondence: The Council noted the following correspondence:
a) MCAP — Spring 2014 Transport Survey
b) Wiltshire Council Parish Newsletter — 14™ April, 22™ April, 28" April, 6™ May
¢) Whitely Reading Rooms AGM Minutes (15% April)
d) MCAP Community Area Safety Group Minutes (24™ April)
¢) Wiltshire Online Programme — Jan to March update
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g) CPRE AGM & Wilthire South AGM (18" June at 6pm, Wilton House)
h) Volunteers Week (1% — 7™ June)

1) WALC newsletter - May

The Chair asked Councillors if they would prefer to receive newsletters and general
correspondence for information with their agenda packs, or to receive them by
email when received by the Clerk.

Resolved: The Councillors receive General Correspondence for information by
email in the future, as and when received by the Clerk.

Meeting closed at 10.20 pm \(

airman, 16" June 2014
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